
 
 
 
1000 Friends Protecting Historic Benicia filed our Opening Brief this week to protect the nationally important 
history of Jefferson Ridge Officers Row in Benicia Historic Arsenal.  Click here to read this brief. 
 
You will see that the proponents of two housing developments are attempting to build 138 units of housing in 
buildings so huge and so close to the historic houses that in some places they could stand higher than the historic 
buildings.  They would put dozens of parked vehicles across the streets, would destroy the views to and from the 
historic area, and so would destroy the history and structure of this most important Benicia place.     
 
This historic area is a gem that would be coveted by any other city, for its tourist attraction, its economic benefits, and 
its unique historic status.  Logically that history should be strongly protected by Benicia’s city government.   But as 
you will see, it appears the City failed to take actions that could better inform the public, better inform city decisions, 
and thus could better protect these sites.  We allege that the city attempted short-cuts, ignoring city ordinances and 
state laws, including its refusal to prepare an Environmental Impact Report.      
 
Officers Row has been placed on the National Register of Historic Places, confirming its historic value for the citizens 
of all the states, not just for Benicia, and not just for California.  That National Register status will almost certainly be 
withdrawn if these projects proceed.  Please help spread the word about this threat and join the 1000 Friends in their 
event celebrating the connection of Abraham Lincoln to Benicia Arsenal, scheduled for April 19th.  Watch for our 
publicity. 
 
And please remember that if the history of Benicia Arsenal is lost, we have made Benicia a less worthy place for the 
entire nation and for all our nation's descendants, not just for Benicia.   And while housing laws and priorities can and 
do frequently change, and while housing can be built in dozens of places in the city, if the historic Officers Row is lost 
to these two projects, that historic Benicia site cannot ever be recovered. Once its gone, its gone forever. 
 
Stand up for responsible government and for protection of our unique historic site!  Join and Support 1000 Friends 
Protecting Historic Benicia!   
 

https://1000friendsphb.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-02-28-Opening-Brief-fnl.pdf
https://1000friendsphb.org/donate/
https://1000friendsphb.org/donate/


 


